PRESERVING THE PAST
This lesson plan is designed to help students explore
SAH Archipedia, DSXEOLFO\DFFHVVLEOH website that
features more than 900 of Michigan’s
PRVWVLJQLÀFDQWEXLOGLQJV6WXGHQWVZLOOUHVHDUFKD
building in their community, and write a letter to a
SXEOLFRIÀFLDODVNLQJIRUWKHEXLOGLQJWREHSUHVHUYHG

Grade 4 Lesson Plan
SKILLS

Project Objectives and Goals
6WXGHQWVZLOOXQGHUVWDQGWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRIKLVWRULF
SUHVHUYDWLRQ

3HUVXDVLYHZULWLQJ
- Historic research
- Verbal presentations

6WXGHQWVZLOOUHVHDUFKDQGSUHVHQWDVLJQLÀFDQW
KLVWRULFEXLOGLQJLQWKHLUFRPPXQLW\
6WXGHQWVZLOOFUHDWHDGUDZLQJUHSUHVHQWLQJDKLVWRULF
EXLOGLQJ

MICHIGAN STANDARDS
33HUVXDVLYH&RPPXQLFDWLRQ
About a Public Issue
- compose a brief essay on
a public policy issue in the
8QLWHG6WDWHV
- justify the position with a
reasoned argument
3&LWL]HQ,QYROYHPHQW
GHYHORSDQGLPSOHPHQWDQ
DFWLRQSODQDQGNQRZKRZ
when, and where to address
or inform others about a
public issue

NATIONAL STANDARDS

6WXGHQWVZLOOXVHLQIRUPDWLRQIURPWKHLUUHVHDUFKWR
ZULWHDOHWWHUWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDOWKDWMXVWLÀHVZK\WKHLU
FKRVHQKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJVKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG

Materials



3URMHFW2YHUYLHZ
3URMHFW6WHSV
Historic Preservation Teacher V Guide
Examples and Student Responses
Preserving the Past6WXGHQW3DFNHW
Glossary of Architectural Terms

7KHSURFHVVHVSDWWHUQV
and functions of human
VHWWOHPHQWV
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PRESERVING
THE PAST

ASSESSMENT POINTS
+LVWRULFDOUHVHDUFKRIEXLOGLQJKLVWRU\DQGXVH
:ULWLQJVNLOOVWKDWLQFRUSRUDWHUHVHDUFKHGIDFWVDQGSHUVXDVLYH
DUJXPHQWV

Project Steps
1. Discuss...

7KHLPSRUWDQFHRIKLVWRULFSUHVHUYDWLRQIRUDFRPPXQW\DQGIRUKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
'LVFXVVWKHKLVWRU\DQGSXUSRVHRI*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH
'LVFXVVWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQPRYLQJDEXLOGLQJWRDVLWHOLNH*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHDQG
SUHVHUYLQJLWLQSODFHLQLWVRULJLQDOFRPPXQLW\
Prep: +LVWRULFDO3UHVHUYDWLRQ *UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH 7
Time: 5-10 minutes

2. Handout...

:RUNVKHHW3DFNHWWRWKHFODVV
- Discuss the project and its goals using 3UHVHUYLQJWKH3DVW 6 
1. 8QGHUVWDQGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIKLVWRULFSUHVHUYDWLRQLQ\RXUFRPPXQLW\
2.'LVFXVVDEXLOGLQJLQWKH*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHSUHVHUYDWLRQSDUN
3.5HVHDUFKDEXLOGLQJLQ\RXUFRPPXQLW\WKDWKDVKLVWRULFVLJQLÀFDQFH
4.:ULWHDSHUVXDVLYHOHWWHUWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDODUJXLQJWKDWWKHEXLOGLQJVKRXOGEH
SUHVHUYHG
Prep: Print and copy Preserving the Past 3DFNHW
Time: 5-10 minutes

3. Explain...

- As a class read the sample letter from a hypothetical fourth grader named Jenny 6 
7RJHWKHUXQGHUOLQHZK\-HQQ\IHHOVWKDWWKH-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHLVLPSRUWDQW
7RJHWKHUFLUFOHZK\-HQQ\IHHOVWKDWWKH-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHVKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG
8VHWKHH[DPSOHRI-HQQ\·VOHWWHU 6 WRH[SODLQWKHGLIIHUHQWSDUWVRIDOHWWHU
+DYHVWXGHQWVSUDFWLFHLGHQWLI\LQJSDUWVRIDOHWWHUXVLQJ5REHUW·VOHWWHUDERXWWKH6PLWKV
&UHHN'HSRW6WXGHQWVPD\ZRUNLQGHSHQGHQWO\RULQJURXSVGHSHQGLQJRQVNLOOOHYHO
Prep:-DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHDQG6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRW 7
6WXGHQWVZLOOFRPSOHWH*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH 6 
7LPHPLQXWHV

4. Discuss...

'LVFXVVWKHUDQJHRIEXLOGLQJVWKHVWXGHQWVKDYHIRUZULWLQJWKHLUOHWWHUV
([SODLQWRZKRPWKH\ZLOOEHZULWLQJ
- Offer information about the buildings they will be writing about as either a handout or
GXULQJDÀHOGWULS
7LPHPLQXWHV
6WXGHQWVZLOOFRPSOHWH3UHVHUYLQJWKH3DVW 6 

5. Homework...

([SODLQWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUWKHOHWWHUV
1. $JUHHWLQJDGGUHVVHGWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDO
2. An introduction of the student and the building
3. A paragraph explaining the building s importance to the student
4. $SDUDJUDSKH[SODLQLQJZK\WKHEXLOGLQJVKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG
5. $FRQFOXVLRQWKDQNLQJWKHUHDGHU
6. $FORVLQJIURPWKHVWXGHQW
3UHS3URYLGHLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHSRVVLEOHEXLOGLQJV
6WXGHQWVZLOOFRPSOHWH3UHVHUYLQJWKH3DVW 6 RXWVLGHRIFODVV
Time: 10-15 minutes
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HISTORIC
PRESERVATION &
GREENFIELD VILLAGE

This teaching guide helps you to understand
the importance and methods of historic
SUHVHUYDWLRQ%HORZDUHVXJJHVWLRQVRQKRZWR
GLVFXVVWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
There are also discussion points about what the
VWXGHQWVVKRXOGEHOHDUQLQJ

*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH
DISCUSSION POINTS
:KDWPDNHVDEXLOGLQJZRUWK
SUHVHUYLQJ"
:K\LVLWLPSRUWDQWWRSUHVHUYH
KLVWRULFDOEXLOGLQJV"
What can we learn from places
OLNH*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHDQGRWKHU
KLVWRULFDOVLWHV"

1. 7KH+HQU\)RUG0XVHXPDQG*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHPDNH

up the largest indoor-outdoor museum complex in
$PHULFD1HDUO\RQHKXQGUHGKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJVZHUH
PRYHGWRWKHSURSHUW\IURPWKHLURULJLQDOORFDWLRQVDQG
DUUDQJHGLQD´YLOODJHµVHWWLQJ7KHPXVHXP·VLQWHQW
LVWRVKRZKRZ$PHULFDQVOLYHGDQGZRUNHGVLQFHWKH
IRXQGLQJRIWKHFRXQWU\7KHYLOODJHLQFOXGHVEXLOGLQJV
IURPWKHVHYHQWHHQWKFHQWXU\WRWKHSUHVHQWPDQ\
of which are staffed by costumed interpreters who
SHUIRUPSHULRGWDVNVVXFKDVIDUPLQJVHZLQJDQG
FRRNLQJ$FROOHFWLRQRIFUDIWEXLOGLQJVVXFKDVSRWWHU\
JODVVEORZLQJDQGWLQVKRSVSURYLGHGHPRQVWUDWLRQV
while producing materials used in the Village and
IRUVDOH*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHKDVDFUHVRIODQGRI
which only 90 acres are used for the attraction, the
UHVWFRPSULVLQJIRUHVWULYHUDQGH[WUDSDVWXUHIRUWKH
VKHHSDQGKRUVHV

2. 0RVWRIWKHEXLOGLQJVWKDWPDNHXS*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH

KDYHEHHQPRYHGIURPWKHLURULJLQDOVLWHVWKURXJKRXW
0LFKLJDQDQGWKHUHVWRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV7KH
buildings were bought and relocated based on their
KLVWRULFYDOXH0DQ\KDGVSHFLÀFKLVWRULFVLJQLÀFDQFH
VXFKDVWKH:ULJKW%URWKHUV%LF\FOH6KRSEXWRWKHUV
VXFKDVWKH-DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHKDGORFDO
VLJQLÀFDQFHIRUWKHZD\WKDWDYHUDJHSHRSOHOLYHGWKHLU
OLYHV

Historic Preservation
1. *UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHVKRZVMXVWRQHDWWHPSWDW

SUHVHUYDWLRQEDVHGRQDGHVLUHWRSUHVHUYHEXLOGLQJV
WKDWPLJKWRWKHUZLVHEHGHVWUR\HG7KHEXLOGLQJVDUH
UHORFDWHGIURPWKHLURULJLQDOORFDWLRQVDFRQWURYHUVLDO
decision that many historians fear degrades their
RULJLQDOFRPPXQLWLHV

2. 0DQ\SUHVHUYDWLRQLVWVLQVWHDGSUHIHUWKDWEXLOGLQJVEH

SUHVHUYHGLQSODFH7KLVPHDQVSUHVHUYLQJQRWRQO\
the building, but its location as well, which retains the
EXLOGLQJDVDSDUWRIWKHFRPPXQLW\8QOLNH*UHHQÀHOG
Village, where buildings are reused for their original
purpose, this means that the buildings left in their
RUJLQDOFRPPXQLWHVRIWHQÀQGQHZXVHV
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JAMES R. JONES
GENERAL STORE

DISCUSSION POINTS
:K\ZRXOG+HQU\)RUGKDYH
chosen to include the James
5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHLQ
*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH"
:K\ZRXOGWKH-DPHV5
-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHKDYH
been an important part of the
FRPPXQLW\RI:DWHUIRUG"
Are there places similar to the
-DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUH
in your community that you
WKLQNVKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG"

This teacher’s aid helps you to understand
the importance and methods of historic
SUHVHUYDWLRQ%HORZDUHVXJJHVWLRQVRQKRZWR
GLVFXVVWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
There are also discussion points about what the
VWXGHQWVVKRXOGEHOHDUQLQJ

James R. Jones General Store
1. 2QHEXLOGLQJWKDWZDVUHORFDWHGWR*UHHQÀHOG
Village from within Michigan is the -DPHV5-RQHV
*HQHUDO6WRUH7KHJHQHUDOVWRUHZDVPRYHGIURP
:DWHUIRUGDQGLWQRZVHUYHVDVDVKRSZLWKLQ
*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHRIIHULQJRULJLQDOSURGXFWVVXFK
DVJURFHULHVGU\JRRGVERRWVVKRHVDQGFDQG\

2. -DPHV5-RQHVEHJDQZRUNLQJDVDVDOHVPDQLQ
DJHQHUDOVWRUHZKHQKHZDVVWLOOLQKLVWHHQV+H
DVVXPHGRZQHUVKLSRIKLVRZQVWRUHLQDQG
UDQLWXQWLO+HQHHGHGWREHYHU\UHVRXUFHIXO
LQUXQQLQJKLVEXVLQHVVKLVVWRUHKDGWKHÀUVWDQG
for a time the only, telephone in the town, as well
DVWKHWRZQ·VSRVWRIÀFH

3. He faced opposition from two to three other stores
LQWKHDUHD,WKDGEHFRPHHDVLHUWRJHWSURGXFWV
YLDWKHQHZUDLOURDGVVRVWRUHRZQHUVGLGQ·WQHHG
WRVWRFNDVPXFKVXUSOXVSURGXFW,QDGGLWLRQ
DGYHUWLVLQJEHFDPHLPSRUWDQWDVDZD\WRSURPRWH
SURGXFWVDQGSULFHV

4. %HFDXVHRIWKHZLGHYDULHW\RIVHUYLFHVDQGJRRGV
offered at the -DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUH, it
was a major center for people within the town of
:DWHUIRUG,WVHUYHGQRWDVRQO\DVDSODFHWREX\
food, clothes, and shoes, but also as a means of
communication with the outside world through the
WHOHSKRQHDQGSRVWRIÀFH
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SMITHS CREEK
RAILROAD DEPOT

DISCUSSION POINTS
:KDWPDNHVWKH6PLWKV
&UHHN'HSRWKLVWRULFDOO\PRUH
important than other small-
WRZQUDLOURDGGHSRWV"
:K\ZRXOGWKH6PLWKV&UHHN
'HSRWKDYHEHHQDQLPSRUWDQW
SDUWRIWKH6PLWKV&UHHN
FRPPXQLW\"
Are there places similar to the
6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWLQ\RXU
FRPPXQLW\WKDW\RXWKLQN
VKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG"

This teacher’s aid helps you to understand
the importance and methods of historic
SUHVHUYDWLRQ%HORZDUHVXJJHVWLRQVRQKRZWR
GLVFXVVWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
There are also discussion points about what the
VWXGHQWVVKRXOGEHOHDUQLQJ

Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
1. 2QHEXLOGLQJWKDWZDVUHORFDWHGWR*UHHQÀHOG
Village from within Michigan is the 6PLWKV&UHHN
5DLOURDG'HSRW7KHWUDLQGHSRWZDVPRYHGIURP
6PLWKV&UHHN,WQRZVHUYHVDVWKHWUDLQGHSRWIRU
*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHDQGXQWLOLWDOVRVHUYHGDV
DUHJXODUVWRSIRU$PWUDN

2. 7KH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWOLNHPDQ\VPDOOWRZQ
WUDLQGHSRWVVHUYHGDVDJDWHZD\WRWKHUHVWRIWKH
QDWLRQ,WSURYLGHGDFFHVVQRWRQO\WRWUDYHOEXW
also to manufactured goods from the cities and to
IDVWHUPDLOGHOLYHU\

3. 7KH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWZDVEXLOWE\)LQGO\
0F'RQDOGDVDVWRSIRUWKH*UDQG7UXQN5DLOURDG
D&DQDGLDQUDLOURDGWKDWUDQDOOWKHZD\WKURXJK
&DQDGDIURP3RUWODQG0DLQH/LNHPDQ\VPDOO
GHSRWVLWZDVFRQVWUXFWHGZLWKOLYLQJTXDUWHUVIRU
the stationmaster, which allowed him to monitor
WKHWHOHJUDSKDQGPHHWWUDLQVDWQLJKW

4. 7KH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWDOVRZDVDVWRSRQWKH
rail line where Thomas Edison sold Detroit Free
PressQHZVSDSHUVDVDER\+HZDVWKURZQRIIWKH
WUDLQDIWHUDFFLGHQWDOO\VHWWLQJÀUHWRWKHEDJJDJH
FRPSDUWPHQWRIDUDLOFDU7KLVZDVZKHUH(GLVRQ
UHDOL]HGWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRIWKHWHOHJUDSKWRFRQYH\
QHZVKHWHOHJUDSKHGQHZVRIWKH%DWWOHRI6KLORK
along the railroad and used the story to drum up
LQWHUHVWLQKLVSDSHUV
7KH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWDOVRKHOSHGWUDQVSRUW
VXSSOLHVIRUWKH8QLRQ$UP\GXULQJWKH&LYLO:DU
7KHPDVVLYHDPRXQWRIIRRGFORWKLQJDQGDUPV
QHHGHGQHYHUZRXOGKDYHEHHQDYDLODEOHZLWKRXW
WKHVSHHGDQGUHOLDELOLW\RIWKHUDLOURDGV
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PRESERVING
YOUR
COMMUNITY
6XJJHVWHG%XLOGLQJV
/LEUDU\²$FRPPRQKLVWRULF
building that your students are
OLNHO\WREHIDPLOLDUZLWK
3RVW2IÀFH²0DQ\SRVWRIÀFHV
are historic buildings and
VHUYHDQLPSRUWDQWUROHLQ\RXU
FRPPXQLW\
6FKRRO²0DQ\VFKRROVDUH
historic buildings and are
IDPLOLDUWRVWXGHQWV,I\RXDUH
unsure about the historical
VLJQLÀFDQFHRI\RXUVFKRROUHIHU
to An Honor and an Ornament:
Public School Buildings in
Michigan E\WKH6WDWH+LVWRULF
3UHVHUYDWLRQ2IÀFH
7RZQ+DOO²7RZQKDOOVDUH
important and often historic
parts of your community and
can offer an opportunity for
your students to learn about
\RXUWRZQ·VJRYHUQPHQWDVZHOO

This teaching guide helps you to understand
ZKDWHOHPHQWVWRORRNIRUZKHQFKRRVLQJ
KLVWRULFEXLOGLQJVLQ\RXUFLW\WRGLVFXVV
There are also suggestions about the type of
EXLOGLQJVWKDWDUHJRRGFDQGLGDWHV

&KRRVLQJDQ+LVWRULF%XLOGLQJ
1. SAH Archipedia at https://sah-archipedia.org/

offers some examples of buildings
WKDWDUHDOUHDG\FRQVLGHUHGKLVWRULFDOO\VLJQLÀFDQW
,IWKHUHDUHVRPHLQ\RXUDUHDLWPD\PDNHVHQVH to
select it or to use it as an example for students to
IROORZ

2. Other options are to choose other buildings within

\RXUFRPPXQLW\<RXPD\RIIHUVWXGHQWVMXVWRQH
EXLOGLQJDVPDOOVHOHFWLRQRUDVNWKHPWRFKRRVHD
EXLOGLQJIURPWKHLURZQQHLJKERUKRRG

3. :LWK\RXUEXLOGLQJ V VHOHFWHGSUHSDUHVRPH

LQIRUPDWLRQIRUWKHVWXGHQWV,PSRUWDQWIDFWV might
include the age, architect, and history of the
building, as well as information on how the building
LVXVHGLQWKHFRPPXQLW\$QRWKHURSWLRQLVWRYLVLW
WKHEXLOGLQJRQDÀHOGWULSRUKDYHVWXGHQWVYLVLW
WKHEXLOGLQJRXWVLGHRIFODVV

,I\RXUVWXGHQWVDUHPRUHDGYDQFHGFRQVLGHU
allowing them to conduct research on their own and
SUHVHQWWKHLUÀQGLQJVWRWKHFODVV
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EXAMPLES &
STUDENT
RESPONSES

7KHVHH[DPSOHVSURYLGHVRPHSRVVLEOH
responses to the questions in the student
SDFNHW7KH\VKRXOGQRWEHFRQVLGHUHGWKH
RQO\DFFHSWDEOHUHVSRQVHV2WKHUH[DPSOHV
UHJDUGLQJVLJQLÀFDQWEXLOGLQJVFDQEHIRXQGRQ
the SAH Archipedia ZHEVLWH

GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store
UnderlineZK\WKH-DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUHZDVLPSRUWDQWWR-HQQ\·VIDPLO\
CircleZK\-HQQ\ZDQWV*RYHUQRU/XFHWRSUHVHUYHWKH-DPHV5-RQHV*HQHUDO6WRUH

Dear Governer Luce,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Waterford, MI.
Almost everyday my parents used to take me to Mr. Jones’s
General Store. It was very close to my house, and he had
lots of different things to buy. I liked that he had lots of
different kinds of candy. My mother liked that he had all
of the grociers we need, and new shoes and dresses that I got
for my first day of school. My father used to go to the store
to hear about what was happening in the big cities, because
Mr. Jones had the only telephone and the building used to be
the post office.
It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones closed his
store this year, and I am worried that it will be destroyed. I
heard that you are saving buildings like Mr. Jones’s store
in your new Greenfield Village. I think that it would be a
good building to preserve because it was such an important
part of our neighborhood. It is a place that everyone in
my family thought was important. I would like for other
children like me to be able to buy candy there too.
Thank you for reading my letter. There are lots
of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s General
Store is very important to me and other people in my
neighborhood. It would be very nice if it were preserved in
Greenfield Village.
Sincerly,
Jenny Keats

All rights reserved © 2012 Society of Architectural Historians www.sah-archipedia.org

7HDFKLQJ*XLGH_T.7

EXAMPLES &
STUDENT
RESPONSES

7KHVHH[DPSOHVSURYLGHVRPHSRVVLEOH
responses to the questions in the student
SDFNHW7KH\VKRXOGQRWEHFRQVLGHUHGWKH
RQO\DFFHSWDEOHUHVSRQVHV2WKHUH[DPSOHV
UHJDUGLQJVLJQLÀFDQWEXLOGLQJVFDQEHIRXQGRQ
the SAH Archipedia ZHEVLWH

GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
UnderlineZK\WKH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWZDVLPSRUWDQWWR5REHUW·VIDPLO\
CircleZK\5REHUWZDQWV+HQU\)RUGWRSUHVHUYHWKH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRW
Dear Mr. Ford,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths
Creek, MI. One of my favorite buildings in my town
is the train depot. It is a very nice red brick building
with big arches over the windows and doors. It has
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the
stationmaster.
I have never ridden a train before, but I liked
to go to the station with my father to watch the
trains pull in. It was always very exciting, and I
saw lots of people from many different places. I also
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for
the trains to arrive. My father liked to talk to the
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places
like Port Huron and Detroit.
It is a very special place for me and my
father, but there have been fewer passengers this year
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down. I
heard that you are saving buildings like our train
depot in your new Greenfield Village. I think it
would be a good building to preserve because it is
such an important part of our community. The
train depot is an important link for our small town
to the big cities. In addition, in history class we
learned about how important our train depot was for
getting clothes and food to the army during the Civil
War. It is so important I think it would be good for it
to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.
Thank you for reading my letter. I know
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is
so important to my town I think it would be good for
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.
Sincerely,
Robert Fisher
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EXAMPLES &
STUDENT
RESPONSES

7KHVHH[DPSOHVSURYLGHVRPHSRVVLEOH
responses to the questions in the student
SDFNHW7KH\VKRXOGQRWEHFRQVLGHUHGWKH
RQO\DFFHSWDEOHUHVSRQVHV2WKHUH[DPSOHV
UHJDUGLQJVLJQLÀFDQWEXLOGLQJVFDQEHIRXQGRQ
the SAH ArchipediaZHEVLWH

GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
Match the parts of the letter to the correct paragraph.
:K\WKHEXLOGLQJ
should be preserved.

*UHHWLQJ

Introduction

:K\WKHEXLOGLQJLV
important to you.

&ORVLQJ

Conclusion

Dear Mr. Ford,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths
Creek, MI. One of my favorite buildings in my town
is the train depot. It is a very nice red brick building
with big arches over the windows and doors. It has
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the
stationmaster.
I have never ridden a train before, but I liked
to go to the station with my father to watch the
trains pull in. It was always very exciting, and I
saw lots of people from many different places. I also
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for
the trains to arrive. My father liked to talk to the
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places
like Port Huron and Detroit.
It is a very special place for me and my
father, but there have been fewer passengers this year
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down. I
heard that you are saving buildings like our train
depot in your new Greenfield Village. I think it
would be a good building to preserve because it is
such an important part of our community. The
train depot is an important link for our small town
to the big cities. In addition, in history class we
learned about how important our train depot was for
getting clothes and food to the army during the Civil
War. It is so important I think it would be good for it
to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.
Thank you for reading my letter. I know
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is
so important to my town I think it would be good for
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.
Sincerely,
Robert Fisher
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T+,63$*(,17(17,21$//</()7%/$1.

$OOULJKWVUHVHUYHG6RFLHW\RI$UFKLWHFWXUDO+LVWRULDQVZZZVDKDUFKLSHGLDRUJ

PRESERVING THE PAST
3UHVHUYDWLRQDQG*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH
%\

$OOULJKWVUHVHUYHG6RFLHW\RI$UFKLWHFWXUDO+LVWRULDQVZZZVDKDUFKLSHGLDRUJ

PRESERVING
YOUR
COMMUNITY

<RXZLOOUHVHDUFKDQKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJDQG
ZULWHDOHWWHUWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDODVNLQJ
IRUWKHEXLOGLQJWREHSUHVHUYHG<RXZLOO
describe what the building was used for in
WKHSDVWLWVVLJQLÀFDQFHWRWKHFRPPXQLW\
DQGZK\LWLVVWLOOLPSRUWDQWWRGD\

Project Objectives and Goals
92&$%8/$5<
*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH²$QLQGRRU
outdoor museum that tries
WRVKRZZKDWOLIHZDVOLNHDW
different times in American
KLVWRU\,WLQFOXGHVKLVWRULF
EXLOGLQJVPRYHGIURPGLIIHUHQW
SDUWVRIWKHFRXQWU\
HistoricPreservation – The
DWWHPSWWRVDYHDQGPDLQWDLQ
EXLOGLQJVWKDWKDYHVSHFLDO
KLVWRULFDOLPSRUWDQFH

1. Understand the importance of historic preservation
LQ\RXUFRPPXQLW\

2. 5HDGDERXWWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIEXLOGLQJVLQ

*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJHLQ6$+$UFKLSHGLDDWZZZVDKDUF
KLSHGLDRUJ

3. :ULWHDSHUVXDVLYHOHWWHUWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDODUJXLQJ
 that a building in your community should be
SUHVHUYHG

What to Turn In

&RPSOHWHG+LVWRULFDO3UHVHUYDWLRQ3DFNHW 6
&RPSOHWHGIRXUSDUDJUDSKOHWWHUWRDORFDORIÀFLDO 6
A picture of your building being used 6
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store
1. Underline why the James R. Jones General Store was important to Jenny’s family.
2. Circle why Jenny wants Governor Luce to preserve the James R. Jones General Store.

Dear Governor Luce,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Waterford.
Almost everyday my parents used to take me to Mr. Jones’s
General Store. I liked the big windows that filled the entire
front of the building. They allowed you to see all of the
things Mr. Jones had for sale.
The general store was very close to my house, and it
had lots of different things to buy. I liked that it had lots
of different kinds of candy. My mother liked that it had
all of the groceries we need, and new shoes and dresses that
I got for my first day of school. My father used to go to
the store to hear about what was happening in the big cities,
because Mr. Jones had the only telephone, and the store used
to be the post office.
It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones closed his
store this year, and I am worried that it will be destroyed. I
would like Mr. Jones’s store to become a historic landmark.
I think that it would be a good building to preserve because
it was such an important part of our town. It was a place
that everyone in my family thought was important. I
would like for other children like me to be able to buy candy
there too.
Thank you for reading my letter. There are lots
of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s General
Store is very important to me and other people in my town.
It would be very nice if it were preserved as a historical
landmark.
Sincerely,
Jenny Keats
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store
*UHHWLQJ

Dear Governor Luce,

Introduction

I am a fourth grader from the town of
Waterford. Almost everyday my parents used to
take me to Mr. Jones’s General Store. I liked the big
windows that filled the entire front of the building.
They allowed you to see all of the things Mr. Jones
had for sale.
:K\WKHEXLOGLQJLVLPSRUWDQWWR\RX
The general store was very close to my house,
8VHWKLVSDUDJUDSKWRH[SODLQZK\\RXUEXLOGLQJ and it had lots of different things to buy. I liked
is important to you and other people in your
that it had lots of different kinds of candy. My
community. Explain how people use your
mother liked that it had all of the groceries we need,
EXLOGLQJDQGZKDWPDNHVLWVSHFLDO
and new shoes and dresses that I got for my first
day of school. My father used to go to the store to
hear about what was happening in the big cities,
because Mr. Jones had the only telephone, and the
store used to be the post office.
:K\WKHEXLOGLQJVKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG
It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones
8VHWKLVSDUDJUDSKWRH[SODLQZK\\RXUEXLOGLQJ closed his store this year, and I am worried that it
should be saved. Include how important it is to
will be destroyed. I would like Mr. Jones’s store to
\RXUQHLJKERUKRRGDQGZK\RWKHUSHRSOHZRXOG
become a historic landmark. I think that it would
ÀQGLWVSHFLDOLQWKHIXWXUH
be a good building to preserve because it was such
an important part of our town. It was a place that
everyone in my family thought was important. I
would like for other children like me to be able to buy
candy there too.
Conclusion
Thank you for reading my letter. There are
8VHWKLVSDUDJUDSKWRWKDQNWKHSHUVRQIRU
lots of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s
UHDGLQJ\RXUOHWWHU,QFOXGHDVXPPDU\RI\RXU
General Store is very important to me and other
main point.
people in my town. It would be very nice if it were
preserved as a historical landmark.
8VHWKLVSDUDJUDSKWRWHOODOLWWOHELWDERXW
\RXUVHOIDQGZKDW\RXUEXLOGLQJORRNVOLNH

&ORVLQJ
(QGZLWKDFORVLQJOLNH´VLQFHUHO\µDQGVLJQ\RXU
name.

Sincerely,
Jenny Keats
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
UnderlineZK\WKH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRWZDVLPSRUWDQWWR5REHUW·VIDPLO\
CircleZK\5REHUWZDQWV+HQU\)RUGWRSUHVHUYHWKH6PLWKV&UHHN'HSRW
Dear Mr. Ford,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths
Creek. One of my favorite buildings in my town is
the train depot. It is a very nice red brick building
with big arches over the windows and doors. It has
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the
stationmaster.
I have never ridden a train before, but I liked
to go to the station with my father to watch the
trains pull in. It was always very exciting, and I
saw lots of people from many different places. I also
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for
the trains to arrive. My father liked to talk to the
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places
like Port Huron and Detroit.
It is a very special place for my father and
me, but there have been fewer passengers this year
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down. I
heard that you are saving buildings like our train
depot in your new Greenfield Village. I think it
would be a good building to preserve because it is
such an important part of our community. The
train depot is an important link from our small
town to the big cities. In addition, in history class
we learned about how important our train depot was
for getting clothes and food to the army during the
Civil War. It is so important I think it would be good
for it to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.
Thank you for reading my letter. I know
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is
so important to my town I think it would be good for
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.
Sincerely,
Robert Fisher
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
Match the parts of the letter to the correct paragraph.
:K\WKHEXLOGLQJ
should be preserved.

*UHHWLQJ

Introduction

:K\WKHEXLOGLQJLV
important to you.

&ORVLQJ

Conclusion

Dear Mr. Ford,
I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths
Creek. One of my favorite buildings in my town is
the train depot. It is a very nice red brick building
with big arches over the windows and doors. It has
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the
stationmaster.
I have never ridden a train before, but I liked
to go to the station with my father to watch the
trains pull in. It was always very exciting, and I
saw lots of people from many different places. I also
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for
the trains to arrive. My father liked to talk to the
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places
like Port Huron and Detroit.
It is a very special place for my father and
me, but there have been fewer passengers this year
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down. I
heard that you are saving buildings like our train
depot in your new Greenfield Village. I think it
would be a good building to preserve because it is
such an important part of our community. The
train depot is an important link from our small
town to the big cities. In addition, in history class
we learned about how important our train depot was
for getting clothes and food to the army during the
Civil War. It is so important I think it would be good
for it to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.
Thank you for reading my letter. I know
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is
so important to my town I think it would be good for
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.
Sincerely,
Robert Fisher
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*UHHQÀHOG9LOODJH_S.5

PRESERVING THE PAST <RXU1HLJKERUKRRG
What building in your neighborhood would you like to preserve?
_____________________________________________________________________
Who are you going to write about preserving your building? _______________
Describe how your building looks.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Give two reasons why this building is important to you and your neighborhood.
1. ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Give two reasons why this building should be preserved.
1. ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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PRESERVING THE PAST <RXU1HLJKERUKRRG
:ULWHDOHWWHUWRDSXEOLFRIÀFLDOXVLQJWKHDQVZHUVIURP\RXUZRUNVKHHWDQG
-HQQ\·VDQG5REHUW·VOHWWHUVDVH[DPSOHV,Q\RXUÀUVWSDUDJUDSKH[SODLQ
why the building is important to you, and then in your second paragraph
H[SODLQZK\\RXWKLQNLWZRXOGEHDJRRGEXLOGLQJWRSUHVHUYHRUVDYH
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3UHVHUYLQJ7KH3DVW_S.7

PRESERVING THE PAST <RXU1HLJKERUKRRG
'UDZDSLFWXUHRI\RXUEXLOGLQJWRLQFOXGHZLWK\RXUOHWWHU,Q\RXU
picture show how people in your community use the building that you
DUHZULWLQJDERXW
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3UHVHUYLQJ7KH3DVW_S.8

GLOSSARY Architectural 7HUPVDQG'HÀQLWLRQV
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
GENERAL STORE

7KHDWWHPSWWRVDYHDQGPDLQWDLQEXLOGLQJVWKDWKDYHVSHFLDO
KLVWRULFDOLPSRUWDQFH
A small store that sells many different things, including food,
FORWKHVDQGRWKHULWHPV

GREENFIELD VILLAGE

$QLQGRRURXWGRRUPXVHXPWKDWWULHVWRVKRZZKDWOLIHZDVOLNHDW
GLIIHUHQWWLPHVLQ$PHULFDQKLVWRU\,WLQFOXGHVKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
PRYHGIURPGLIIHUHQWSDUWVRIWKHFRXQWU\

LANDMARK

A building or place that a city, state or country says is special and
VKRXOGEHSUHVHUYHG

RAILROAD DEPOT

A building that served as a stop for trains, and provided
SDVVHQJHUVZLWKWLFNHWVDQGDFFHVVWRVHUYLFHVOLNHPDLOGHOLYHU\
DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQE\WHOHJUDSKRUSKRQH

Preserving the PastZDVFUHDWHGE\.HOO\/\RQVIRUWKH6RFLHW\RI$UFKLWHFWXUDO+LVWRULDQV 6$+ DSURIHVVLRQDOVFKRODUO\
DVVRFLDWLRQZLWKDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOPHPEHUVKLSWKDWSURPRWHVWKHVWXG\LQWHUSUHWDWLRQDQGFRQVHUYDWLRQRIDUFKLWHFWXUH
worldwide. Learn more about SAH at ZZZVDKRUJDQGOHDUQPRUHDERXW$PHULFDQDUFKLWHFWXUHDWZZZVDKDUFKLSHGLDRUJ.
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