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Materials

Historic Preservation Teacher  Guide
Examples and Student Responses
Preserving the Past
Glossary of Architectural Terms

Project Objectives and Goals

PRESERVING THE PAST
This lesson plan is designed to help students explore 
SAH Archipedia,  website that 
features more than 900 of Michigan’s 

 
building in their community, and write a letter to a 

SKILLS

- Historic research
- Verbal presentations

MICHIGAN STANDARDS

About a Public Issue
- compose a brief essay on 

a public policy issue in the 

- justify the position with a 
reasoned argument

when, and where to address 
or inform others about a 
public issue

NATIONAL STANDARDS
 

and functions of human 

Project Overview |T.1

Grade 4 Lesson Plan
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Project Steps
1. Discuss...

Prep: 
Time: 5-10 minutes

2. Handout...

- Discuss the project and its goals using 
1.
2.
3.
4.

Prep: Print and copy Preserving the Past  
Time: 5-10 minutes

3. Explain...
- As a class read the sample letter from a hypothetical fourth grader named Jenny

Prep:

4. Discuss...

- Offer information about the buildings they will be writing about as either a handout or 

5. Homework...

1.
2. An introduction of the student and the building
3. A paragraph explaining the building s importance to the student
4.
5.
6.

  
Time: 10-15 minutes

ASSESSMENT POINTSPRESERVING 
THE PAST

Project Steps |T.2
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This teaching guide helps you to understand 
the importance and methods of historic 

There are also discussion points about what the 

Historic Preservation

1.
up the largest indoor-outdoor museum complex in

of which are staffed by costumed interpreters who

while producing materials used in the Village and

which only 90 acres are used for the attraction, the

2.

buildings were bought and relocated based on their

1.

decision that many historians fear degrades their

2.

the building, but its location as well, which retains the

Village, where buildings are reused for their original
purpose, this means that the buildings left in their

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION &
GREENFIELD VILLAGE

DISCUSSION POINTS

What can we learn from places 

T.3
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This teacher’s aid helps you to understand 
the importance and methods of historic 

There are also discussion points about what the 

JAMES R. JONES 

GENERAL STORE

DISCUSSION POINTS

chosen to include the James 

been an important part of the 

Are there places similar to the 

in your community that you 

James R. Jones General Store
1.

Village from within Michigan is the 

2.

for a time the only, telephone in the town, as well

3. He faced opposition from two to three other stores

4.
offered at the , it
was a major center for people within the town of

food, clothes, and shoes, but also as a means of
communication with the outside world through the

T.4
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This teacher’s aid helps you to understand 
the importance and methods of historic 

There are also discussion points about what the 

SMITHS CREEK 

RAILROAD DEPOT

DISCUSSION POINTS

important than other small-

Are there places similar to the 

Smiths Creek Railroad Depot
1.

Village from within Michigan is the 

2.

also to manufactured goods from the cities and to

3.

the stationmaster, which allowed him to monitor

4.
rail line where Thomas Edison sold Detroit Free
Press

along the railroad and used the story to drum up

T.5
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This teaching guide helps you to understand 

There are also suggestions about the type of 

PRESERVING

YOUR

COMMUNITY

building that your students are 

are historic buildings and 

historic buildings and are 

unsure about the historical 

to An Honor and an Ornament: 
Public School Buildings in 
Michigan 

important and often historic 
parts of your community and 
can offer an opportunity for 
your students to learn about 

1. SAH Archipedia at https://sah-archipedia.org/ 
offers some examples of buildings 

 
 to 

select it or to use it as an example for students to 

2. Other options are to choose other buildings within 
 
 

3.  
 might 

include the age, architect, and history of the 
building, as well as information on how the building 

 
 

allowing them to conduct research on their own and 

T.6
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responses to the questions in the student 

 
 

 
the SAH Archipedia 

EXAMPLES &
STUDENT 
RESPONSES

T.7

GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store

Dear Governer Luce,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Waterford, MI.  
Almost everyday my parents used to take me to Mr. Jones’s 
General Store.  It was very close to my house, and he had 
lots of different things to buy.  I liked that he had lots of 
different kinds of candy.  My mother liked that he had all 
of the grociers we need, and new shoes and dresses that I got 
for my first day of school.  My father used to go to the store 
to hear about what was happening in the big cities, because 
Mr. Jones had the only telephone and the building used to be 
the post office. 

It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones closed his 
store this year, and I am worried that it will be destroyed.  I 
heard that you are saving buildings like Mr. Jones’s store 
in your new Greenfield Village.  I think that it would be a 
good building to preserve because it was such an important 
part of our neighborhood.  It is a place that everyone in 
my family thought was important.  I would like for other 
children like me to be able to buy candy there too.  

Thank you for reading my letter.  There are lots 
of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s General 
Store is very important to me and other people in my 
neighborhood.  It would be very nice if it were preserved in 
Greenfield Village. 

Sincerly,

Jenny Keats

Underline

Circle
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot

Dear Mr. Ford,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths 
Creek, MI.  One of my favorite buildings in my town 
is the train depot.  It is a very nice red brick building 
with big arches over the windows and doors.  It has 
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the 
stationmaster.  

I have never ridden a train before, but I liked 
to go to the station with my father to watch the 
trains pull in.  It was always very exciting, and I 
saw lots of people from many different places.  I also 
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for 
the trains to arrive.  My father liked to talk to the 
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places 
like Port Huron and Detroit.  

It is a very special place for me and my 
father, but there have been fewer passengers this year 
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down.  I 
heard that you are saving buildings like our train 
depot in your new Greenfield Village.  I think it 
would be a good building to preserve because it is 
such an important part of our community.  The 
train depot is an important link for our small town 
to the big cities.  In addition, in history class we 
learned about how important our train depot was for 
getting clothes and food to the army during the Civil 
War. It is so important I think it would be good for it 
to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.

Thank you for reading my letter.  I know 
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is 
so important to my town I think it would be good for 
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.  

Sincerely,

Robert Fisher

Underline

Circle

 
responses to the questions in the student 

 
 

 
the SAH Archipedia 

EXAMPLES &
STUDENT 
RESPONSES
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot

Dear Mr. Ford,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths 
Creek, MI.  One of my favorite buildings in my town 
is the train depot.  It is a very nice red brick building 
with big arches over the windows and doors.  It has 
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the 
stationmaster.  

I have never ridden a train before, but I liked 
to go to the station with my father to watch the 
trains pull in.  It was always very exciting, and I 
saw lots of people from many different places.  I also 
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for 
the trains to arrive.  My father liked to talk to the 
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places 
like Port Huron and Detroit.  

It is a very special place for me and my 
father, but there have been fewer passengers this year 
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down.  I 
heard that you are saving buildings like our train 
depot in your new Greenfield Village.  I think it 
would be a good building to preserve because it is 
such an important part of our community.  The 
train depot is an important link for our small town 
to the big cities.  In addition, in history class we 
learned about how important our train depot was for 
getting clothes and food to the army during the Civil 
War. It is so important I think it would be good for it 
to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.

Thank you for reading my letter.  I know 
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is 
so important to my town I think it would be good for 
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.  

Sincerely,

Robert Fisher

Match the parts of the letter to the correct paragraph. 

Introduction

important to you.

should be preserved.

Conclusion

 
responses to the questions in the student 

 
 

 
the SAH Archipedia

EXAMPLES &
STUDENT 
RESPONSES



T
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describe what the building was used for in 

What to Turn In

A picture of your building being used 

Project Objectives and Goals
1. Understand the importance of historic preservation 

2.  

3.
 that a building in your community should be 

PRESERVING 
YOUR 
COMMUNITY

outdoor museum that tries 

different times in American 

Historic Preservation – The 

Project Overview |S.1
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store

Dear Governor Luce,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Waterford.  
Almost everyday my parents used to take me to Mr. Jones’s 
General Store.  I liked the big windows that filled the entire 
front of the building.  They allowed you to see all of the 
things Mr. Jones had for sale.  

The general store was very close to my house, and it 
had lots of different things to buy.  I liked that it had lots 
of different kinds of candy.  My mother liked that it had 
all of the groceries we need, and new shoes and dresses that 
I got for my first day of school.  My father used to go to 
the store to hear about what was happening in the big cities, 
because Mr. Jones had the only telephone, and the store used 
to be the post office. 

It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones closed his 
store this year, and I am worried that it will be destroyed.  I 
would like Mr. Jones’s store to become a historic landmark.  
I think that it would be a good building to preserve because 
it was such an important part of our town.  It was a place 
that everyone in my family thought was important.  I 
would like for other children like me to be able to buy candy 
there too.  

Thank you for reading my letter.  There are lots 
of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s General 
Store is very important to me and other people in my town.  
It would be very nice if it were preserved as a historical 
landmark. 

Sincerely,

Jenny Keats

1. Underline why the James R. Jones General Store was important to Jenny’s family.

2. Circle why Jenny wants Governor Luce to preserve the James R. Jones General Store.

S.2
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE James R. Jones General Store

Dear Governor Luce,

I am a fourth grader from the town of 
Waterford.  Almost everyday my parents used to 
take me to Mr. Jones’s General Store.  I liked the big 
windows that filled the entire front of the building.  
They allowed you to see all of the things Mr. Jones 
had for sale.  

The general store was very close to my house, 
and it had lots of different things to buy.  I liked 
that it had lots of different kinds of candy.  My 
mother liked that it had all of the groceries we need, 
and new shoes and dresses that I got for my first 
day of school.  My father used to go to the store to 
hear about what was happening in the big cities, 
because Mr. Jones had the only telephone, and the 
store used to be the post office. 

It was a very special place, but Mr. Jones 
closed his store this year, and I am worried that it 
will be destroyed.  I would like Mr. Jones’s store to 
become a historic landmark.  I think that it would 
be a good building to preserve because it was such 
an important part of our town.  It was a place that 
everyone in my family thought was important.  I 
would like for other children like me to be able to buy 
candy there too.  

Thank you for reading my letter.  There are 
lots of important buildings to save, but Mr. Jones’s 
General Store is very important to me and other 
people in my town.  It would be very nice if it were 
preserved as a historical landmark. 

Sincerely,

Jenny Keats

Introduction

Conclusion

is important to you and other people in your 
community.  Explain how people use your 

should be saved. Include how important it is to 

main point. 

name.

S.3
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot

Dear Mr. Ford,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths 
Creek.  One of my favorite buildings in my town is 
the train depot.  It is a very nice red brick building 
with big arches over the windows and doors.  It has 
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the 
stationmaster.  

I have never ridden a train before, but I liked 
to go to the station with my father to watch the 
trains pull in.  It was always very exciting, and I 
saw lots of people from many different places.  I also 
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for 
the trains to arrive.  My father liked to talk to the 
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places 
like Port Huron and Detroit.  

It is a very special place for my father and 
me, but there have been fewer passengers this year 
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down.  I 
heard that you are saving buildings like our train 
depot in your new Greenfield Village.  I think it 
would be a good building to preserve because it is 
such an important part of our community.  The 
train depot is an important link from our small 
town to the big cities.  In addition, in history class 
we learned about how important our train depot was 
for getting clothes and food to the army during the 
Civil War. It is so important I think it would be good 
for it to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.

Thank you for reading my letter.  I know 
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is 
so important to my town I think it would be good for 
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.  

Sincerely,

Robert Fisher

Underline

Circle

S.4
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GREENFIELD VILLAGE Smiths Creek Railroad Depot

Match the parts of the letter to the correct paragraph. 

Introduction

important to you.

should be preserved.

Conclusion

S.5

Dear Mr. Ford,

I am a fourth grader from the town of Smiths 
Creek.  One of my favorite buildings in my town is 
the train depot.  It is a very nice red brick building 
with big arches over the windows and doors.  It has 
two big fireplaces and even acts as a home for the 
stationmaster.  

I have never ridden a train before, but I liked 
to go to the station with my father to watch the 
trains pull in.  It was always very exciting, and I 
saw lots of people from many different places.  I also 
liked being able to sit by the fire while we waited for 
the trains to arrive.  My father liked to talk to the 
stationmaster to learn all of the news from places 
like Port Huron and Detroit.  

It is a very special place for my father and 
me, but there have been fewer passengers this year 
and I am afraid that soon it will be shut down.  I 
heard that you are saving buildings like our train 
depot in your new Greenfield Village.  I think it 
would be a good building to preserve because it is 
such an important part of our community.  The 
train depot is an important link from our small 
town to the big cities.  In addition, in history class 
we learned about how important our train depot was 
for getting clothes and food to the army during the 
Civil War. It is so important I think it would be good 
for it to become the train depot in Greenfield Village.

Thank you for reading my letter.  I know 
there are many other train depots like ours, but it is 
so important to my town I think it would be good for 
it to be preserved in Greenfield Village.  

Sincerely,

Robert Fisher
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PRESERVING THE PAST 

What building in your neighborhood would you like to preserve? 
_____________________________________________________________________

Who are you going to write about preserving your building? _______________

Describe how your building looks.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Give two reasons why this building is important to you and your neighborhood.
1.     ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Give two reasons why this building should be preserved.
1. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

S.6
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PRESERVING THE PAST 

why the building is important to you, and then in your second paragraph 

S.7
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PRESERVING THE PAST 

picture show how people in your community use the building that you 

S.8
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A small store that sells many different things, including food, GENERAL STORE

A building or place that a city, state or country says is special and 

A building that served as a stop for trains, and provided 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

GREENFIELD VILLAGE

LANDMARK

RAILROAD DEPOT

Preserving the Past

worldwide.  Learn more about SAH at . 

GLOSSARY Architectural 

Glossary |S.9




